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OP3I1300Z AUG 78 
PM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9154 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL LUSAKA 3072 

NAIROBI PLEASE PASS TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
MOOSE 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: PORGPDEVWASP 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA: SWAPO VERSION OP CLASH ALONG CAPRIVI STRIP- 
ZAMBIA BORDER 

1. MISHEK MUYONGO MORNING AUGUST 31 TOLD CHARGE THAT SWAPO 
WAS RESPONSIBLE POR INITIATING THE CLASH WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
ON AUGUST 23. HE SAID SWAPO HAD CAPTURED DOCUMENTS WHICH 
INDICATED SOUTH APRICAN PLANNED TO ATTACK SWAPO POSITIONS 
WITHIN ZAMBIA. SOUTH APRICAN ATTACKS WERE TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ON AUGUST 26 AND INCLUDED SWAPO'S MAIN CAMP AT SENANGA. WITH 
THIS INFORMATION IN HAND SWAPO HADNOALTERNATIVE BUT TO TAKE 
PREEMPTIVE ACTION. 

2. MUYONGO DESCRIBED SOUTH APRICAN MILITARY ACTION INSIDE 
ZAMBIA AS INEPPECTIVE. GROUND FORCES HAD PENETRATED UP TO 50 
KILOMETERS BUT HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN CAPTURING OR KILLING 
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SWAPO CADRE. SOUTH AFRICAN AIR ATTACKS TOOK PLACE BUT WERE 
IN MOST INSTANCES DIRECTED AGAINST ABANDONED SWAPO BASES. THIS 
INDICATED SOUTH AFRICAN INFORMATION WAS OUT OF DATE. AIR 
ATTACKS ALSO WERE MADE AGAINST ZAMBIAN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 
IN THE BELIEF THAT THEY WERE SWAPO. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME WE HAVE HAD SWAPO ADMIT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR INITIATING THE FLARE UP WITH SOUTH AERICA. 

WE HAVE BELIEVED ALL ALONG THAT THIS WAS TRUE; HOWEVER, 

WE ARE DOUBTFUL THAT A WELL INFORMED SWAPO PREEMPTED THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS. THIS EXPLANATION SEEMS A BIT TOO PAT. WE ARE ALSO 
SUSPICIOUS OF MUYONGO'S ASSESSMENT AS TO THE INEEFECTIVENESS 
OF THE SOUTH AERICAN INCURSION INTO ZAMBIA. 

CLINGERMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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